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but of ransom. Few of the eight or nine thousand children
in the Homes are without a legal right to maintenance and
education by some public authority which shovels off its
responsibility upon Dr. Barnardo."1
The verdicts of these famous Commissioners^ however,
stand not alone. One of the keenest social studies ever
made is that of the Right Hon. Charles Booth and his col-
leagues in their seventeen-volume series. Life and Labour of
the People in London (1902). In this monumental work we
read: "Dr. Barnardo's institution for the housing and care
of destitute children is an enterprise of a similar kind to
those for housing the homeless, but the conception is far higher.
Of it no one can say that its aim has been too low. It is, beyond
question, the greatest charitable institution in London, or, I suppose,
in the world; and its success has been deserved. The management
has been stamped with the impress of a most remarkable
personality, and may not have been free from faults; but
they have been the defects of its qualities. It is easy to cavil,
but there are few Chanties in favour of which so much, and against
which so little, can be said" ~
In another volume, approaching Barnardo's work from a
different angle, Booth says: "The work of Dr. Barnardo is
most remarkable. There is, I believe, nothing in the world
like it. . . . With his motto, 'Save the Child'3 a large and
symmetrical structure has been built up, stone by stone,
each stone an individual case of child destitution." 3
Again, turning to Gretton's exhaustive work, The Modern
History of the English People, a reference to Barnardo's death
reads: "His \vork for destitute children had become such a
recognized and admirable part of the life of the Nation that
people realized, almost with a shock, its greatness as an
individual achievement. He had set on foot forty years
earlier, by his own unaided effort, an organization which
now possessed Homes in London and the country capable of
1 See especially chap, xiv, State Ckildrm.
* Vol. ii, series 3, pp. 46-47.                                  3 Vol. i, series i, p. 127.